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Everybody’s Talking!
Anonymous winner: When someone wins a lottery, it’s
common for pictures of the lucky person to be taken and pub-
licized. But a Jamaican woman decided she didn’t want to be
recognized after she won $1.4 million (USD) in a lottery.
During the presentation of her large check, the woman, known
as N. Gray, donned an enormous, round, yellow, smiling emoji
mask, complete with a winking eye. There is no way anyone
would ever recognize her! The woman, who won the money in
a Super Lotto game, told organizers that she plans to carry on
with life as usual. She won’t quit her job, but she may go on a
cruise just for fun.
Saving the child: A brave ex-soldier from Huaihua, Hunan
Province (China), completed a daring civilian rescue after he
saw a child in danger on a fifth floor window of an apartment
complex. Zhang Xin used window grill bars to climb to the
child, who was dangling precariously, while worried onlookers
watched from below. Some of the onlookers managed to get a
tarp in place beneath him in case he fell, but he didn’t! Upon
reaching the fifth floor, he managed to push the crying toddler
back into the apartment. 
Furry baby: When fully grown, a bear is unlikely to be mistaken
for a dog. But what about when they are babies? A man from
Yongsheng County, Yunnan Province (China), did just that.
When he was out looking for wild mushrooms, he came across a
little puppy, or so he thought. He took the pup home and
looked after it, but must have realized something was amiss
when the puppy grew into a very large Asian bear, which is a
protected species. The man kept the bear in a cage, but took
good care of it. Someone reported him, and authorities claimed
the bear. The man was not fined because he was cooperative
and the bear was in good health.
Escaped pigs: A security camera revealed that, in the middle of
the night, two pigs appeared at a gas station in Upper Coomera,
Queensland (Australia). When the sun came up, the porky beasts
greeted amused customers and staff, many of whom took photos.
The pigs spent several hours checking out people and cars.
They also enjoyed rutting around in a garden before taking a
nap. It turns out that the friendly, but mischievous, pair had gotten
away from their owner’s home, located not far from the gas
station. The owner soon arrived on the scene to pick up the
two curly-tailed beasts.

Quoteable Quotes
“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also
dream; not only plan, but also believe.”       —Anatole France
“Inspiration never arrived when you were searching for it.”

—Lisa Alther

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. In radio, what do the initials FM stand for?
2. William Shakespeare was born in Essex or Stratford-upon-

Avon in England?
3. What is the term for a firecracker that hisses?
4. In the TV series Mayberry RFD, what was the name of

Sheriff Taylor’s boy?
5. Regarding signs of the Zodiac, which character represents Leo?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Everybody’s Talking!
Surprising scene: Residents of the town of Neuwied,
Rhineland-Palatinate (Germany), got the shock of their lives when
they were confronted by an African elephant wandering down
a city street. The completely out-of-the-ordinary occurrence was
quickly reported to police. When they arrived, they found the
elephant’s keepers, who worked for a circus that was visiting
the area, were already on the scene using their animal trainer
skills to corral the large pachyderm, whose name is Kenia.
Everything turned out well. There was no property damage, no
one was hurt, and a calm Kenia was led back home. 
Beautiful cakes: An artistic woman named Elena Gnut of
Kaliningrad, Russia, uses her considerable talents to make and
decorate cakes, and in the process has become a renowned
pastry chef. Her often-whimsical designs are so beautiful that it’s
hard to imagine destroying them by eating them. Designs
include intricate bouquets of flowers, models of fictional charac-
ters, a stork carrying a baby wrapped in cloth, and an angel
perched on a cloud. Her tricks include molding into different
shapes and using edible dyes of different colors to paint charac-
ters and scenes on her creations. Mmmm, good!
Pet mix up: A woman from Jinzhong, Shanxi Province (China),
was really enjoying her new pet, but after a while she wondered if
something might be wrong with the Japanese Spitz puppy she
had purchased from a pet store. For instance, her pooch did not
bark, and it wouldn’t eat dog food. As it grew, its tail became long
and fluffy, and its face became pointed. Other dogs were afraid of
it. Eventually, she took the animal to the Taiyuan Zoo where an
expert revealed that her pet was not a dog at all, but a domesticated
white fox. Astonished by the news, the woman gave the fox to
the zoo so it could receive proper care.
Bad voice: If you are going to be an opera singer, it’s best if
others like the sound of your voice. Such is not the case for
Heather Webb of Norwich, England. The would-be singer
caused such a disturbance with her practicing that neighbors
in her apartment building went to the authorities. One man
likened her screechy voice to that of a drowning cat. It took
over three years, but a judge finally banned her from singing
while at home. It didn’t take long for Webb to disobey the
order and once again cause her neighbors to fume. This time,
however, she was arrested for her noncompliance.

Quoteable Quotes
“Happy is the house that shelters a friend.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson
“When we have a good balance between thinking and 
feeling...our actions and lives are always the richer for it.”

—Yo-Yo Ma

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. One third of one half equals what?
2. What is a geoduck?
3. Finish this line: “Ready, willing, and….”
4. The otoscope is used to examine which part of the human

body?
5. “Sticky wicket” is a term used in what sport?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Everybody’s Talking!
Feline hero: Bear, a cat whose owner is Professor Dame Sue
Black of Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire (Scotland), is a hero these
days. That’s because he found Rosie Bloom, a neighbor’s budgie
that had been missing from its cage for six weeks. Rather than
making the bird its lunch, the feline brought it home. Professor
Black is accustomed to receiving gifts of birds and mice, so she
wasn’t surprised when Bear walked in the door holding the
squawking Rosie Bloom in his mouth. Penny Campbell, the bird’s
owner, was grateful to be reunited with her pet. 
Cat artistry: An artist in Russia is using her pet cat to attract
the attention, and perhaps the ire, of art lovers. Imagine
Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa holding a lovely ginger cat. Or
how about Johannes Vermeer’s Girl with the Pearl Earring
with a cat curled up in her arms. These are just two of the iconic
paintings that artist Svetlana Petrova has reproduced with
Zarathustra, her cat, stealing the show. The results look as if the
cat has invaded the artwork to improve upon it, Petrova says.
She admits to using a combination of her painting, photography,
and digital talents to create her unique works of art—with the
cat’s permission, of course. 
Tall dessert: Different countries have different kinds of warm
weather dessert treats. A favorite in Japan is shaved ice.
Hyakusho Udon, a restaurant in Miyazaki, presents its patrons
with a really big version of this dessert—so big, in fact, that it has
to be eaten standing up. That’s because the shaved ice is piled in
a bowl to a height of  634 millimeters (25 inches). This tower is
then doused with the patron’s chosen syrup flavor and finished
off with a drizzle of condensed milk. The colorful treats look
good, but they may be too big for one person. The restaurant
suggests that diners may want to share it with a friend. 
No noodles: Visitors to China’s Beijing Zoo are being told to
leave their noodles at home. Zookeepers discovered that people
are slipping uncooked noodles to the monkeys through small
vent holes at the bottom of the animals’ glass enclosures. Zoo
management isn’t happy about it. They had already replaced
bars in the cages with glass because people were feeding the
monkeys all sorts of food through the bars. They also aren’t
pleased that visitors are offering noodles and other high-carbohy-
drate treats that are difficult for the monkeys to digest and could
make them ill. The monkeys need a very specific diet, and noodles
are definitely not on the menu.

Quoteable Quotes
“The excursion is the same when you go looking for your 
sorrow as when you go looking for your joy.”  —Eudora Welty
“Be not afraid of life. Believe that life is worth living, 
and your belief will help create the fact.”      —William James

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. The pupil, cornea, iris, and lens are all parts of what

human organ?
2. What is the birth name of singer Elton John?
3. In the Dick Tracy comic strip, who was Dick Tracy’s wife?
4. Approximately how old is the Genesis Rock brought back

to Earth by Apollo 15?
5. What famous surrealist was also known for his flamboyant

mustache?
(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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make them ill. The monkeys need a very specific diet, and noodles
are definitely not on the menu.

Quoteable Quotes
“The excursion is the same when you go looking for your 
sorrow as when you go looking for your joy.”  —Eudora Welty
“Be not afraid of life. Believe that life is worth living, 
and your belief will help create the fact.”      —William James

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. The pupil, cornea, iris, and lens are all parts of what

human organ?
2. What is the birth name of singer Elton John?
3. In the Dick Tracy comic strip, who was Dick Tracy’s wife?
4. Approximately how old is the Genesis Rock brought back

to Earth by Apollo 15?
5. What famous surrealist was also known for his flamboyant

mustache?
(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Everybody’s Talking!
Anonymous winner: When someone wins a lottery, it’s
common for pictures of the lucky person to be taken and pub-
licized. But a Jamaican woman decided she didn’t want to be
recognized after she won $1.4 million (USD) in a lottery.
During the presentation of her large check, the woman, known
as N. Gray, donned an enormous, round, yellow, smiling emoji
mask, complete with a winking eye. There is no way anyone
would ever recognize her! The woman, who won the money in
a Super Lotto game, told organizers that she plans to carry on
with life as usual. She won’t quit her job, but she may go on a
cruise just for fun.
Saving the child: A brave ex-soldier from Huaihua, Hunan
Province (China), completed a daring civilian rescue after he
saw a child in danger on a fifth floor window of an apartment
complex. Zhang Xin used window grill bars to climb to the
child, who was dangling precariously, while worried onlookers
watched from below. Some of the onlookers managed to get a
tarp in place beneath him in case he fell, but he didn’t! Upon
reaching the fifth floor, he managed to push the crying toddler
back into the apartment. 
Furry baby: When fully grown, a bear is unlikely to be mistaken
for a dog. But what about when they are babies? A man from
Yongsheng County, Yunnan Province (China), did just that.
When he was out looking for wild mushrooms, he came across a
little puppy, or so he thought. He took the pup home and
looked after it, but must have realized something was amiss
when the puppy grew into a very large Asian bear, which is a
protected species. The man kept the bear in a cage, but took
good care of it. Someone reported him, and authorities claimed
the bear. The man was not fined because he was cooperative
and the bear was in good health.
Escaped pigs: A security camera revealed that, in the middle of
the night, two pigs appeared at a gas station in Upper Coomera,
Queensland (Australia). When the sun came up, the porky beasts
greeted amused customers and staff, many of whom took photos.
The pigs spent several hours checking out people and cars.
They also enjoyed rutting around in a garden before taking a
nap. It turns out that the friendly, but mischievous, pair had gotten
away from their owner’s home, located not far from the gas
station. The owner soon arrived on the scene to pick up the
two curly-tailed beasts.

Quoteable Quotes
“To accomplish great things, we must not only act, but also
dream; not only plan, but also believe.”       —Anatole France
“Inspiration never arrived when you were searching for it.”

—Lisa Alther

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. In radio, what do the initials FM stand for?
2. William Shakespeare was born in Essex or Stratford-upon-

Avon in England?
3. What is the term for a firecracker that hisses?
4. In the TV series Mayberry RFD, what was the name of

Sheriff Taylor’s boy?
5. Regarding signs of the Zodiac, which character represents Leo?

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Everybody’s Talking!
Feline hero: Bear, a cat whose owner is Professor Dame Sue
Black of Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire (Scotland), is a hero these
days. That’s because he found Rosie Bloom, a neighbor’s budgie
that had been missing from its cage for six weeks. Rather than
making the bird its lunch, the feline brought it home. Professor
Black is accustomed to receiving gifts of birds and mice, so she
wasn’t surprised when Bear walked in the door holding the
squawking Rosie Bloom in his mouth. Penny Campbell, the bird’s
owner, was grateful to be reunited with her pet. 
Cat artistry: An artist in Russia is using her pet cat to attract
the attention, and perhaps the ire, of art lovers. Imagine
Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa holding a lovely ginger cat. Or
how about Johannes Vermeer’s Girl with the Pearl Earring
with a cat curled up in her arms. These are just two of the iconic
paintings that artist Svetlana Petrova has reproduced with
Zarathustra, her cat, stealing the show. The results look as if the
cat has invaded the artwork to improve upon it, Petrova says.
She admits to using a combination of her painting, photography,
and digital talents to create her unique works of art—with the
cat’s permission, of course. 
Tall dessert: Different countries have different kinds of warm
weather dessert treats. A favorite in Japan is shaved ice.
Hyakusho Udon, a restaurant in Miyazaki, presents its patrons
with a really big version of this dessert—so big, in fact, that it has
to be eaten standing up. That’s because the shaved ice is piled in
a bowl to a height of  634 millimeters (25 inches). This tower is
then doused with the patron’s chosen syrup flavor and finished
off with a drizzle of condensed milk. The colorful treats look
good, but they may be too big for one person. The restaurant
suggests that diners may want to share it with a friend. 
No noodles: Visitors to China’s Beijing Zoo are being told to
leave their noodles at home. Zookeepers discovered that people
are slipping uncooked noodles to the monkeys through small
vent holes at the bottom of the animals’ glass enclosures. Zoo
management isn’t happy about it. They had already replaced
bars in the cages with glass because people were feeding the
monkeys all sorts of food through the bars. They also aren’t
pleased that visitors are offering noodles and other high-carbohy-
drate treats that are difficult for the monkeys to digest and could
make them ill. The monkeys need a very specific diet, and noodles
are definitely not on the menu.

Quoteable Quotes
“The excursion is the same when you go looking for your 
sorrow as when you go looking for your joy.”  —Eudora Welty
“Be not afraid of life. Believe that life is worth living, 
and your belief will help create the fact.”      —William James

What’s Happening

Trivia
1. The pupil, cornea, iris, and lens are all parts of what

human organ?
2. What is the birth name of singer Elton John?
3. In the Dick Tracy comic strip, who was Dick Tracy’s wife?
4. Approximately how old is the Genesis Rock brought back

to Earth by Apollo 15?
5. What famous surrealist was also known for his flamboyant

mustache?
(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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Your Weekly Horoscope

Lucky numbers this week: This week’s odds favor Aries
winners with the luckiest number being 6.

Did You Know...
Stringed instrument: A harp is a musical instrument with
strings that are stretched over a triangular frame. The player
plucks the strings to achieve different notes. Harps can be
small and portable, or large for orchestral playing. 
Sahara: The Sahara Desert is a huge expanse in Northern
Africa, covering about nine million square kilometers (3.5
million sq. mi.). It’s also the hottest place on Earth, with
temperatures exceeding 50° C (122° F) during some months. 
Heavy rains: Monsoon rains in Cherrapunji, Meghalaya
(India), make it one of the wettest places in the world. It held
the world record for the most rainfall in a 48-hour period:
2,493 millimeters (98.15 in.) during a downpour in 1995. 
Mary Poppins: Walt Disney tried for 20 years to persuade
the author of Mary Poppins, P.L. Travers, to allow him to
make a movie about her magical nanny. It was Walt Disney’s
daughters’ favorite book. 
Wear it well: Cotton fabric comes from the fibers of the
cotton plant. This popular fabric is strong, holds dye well, and
is absorbent.

On the Lighter Side
What did the rug say to the floor? Don’t move, I’ve got you
covered. 

Life is like a mirror. If you frown at it, it frowns back; if you
smile, it returns the greeting.

So long as you can laugh, you’re still winning.

People who speak more than they listen should consider how
peculiar they’d look if they had two mouths and one ear. 

How can your pocket be empty and still have something in it?
When it has a hole in it.

Answers

Trivia answers: 1. The eye  2. Reginald Kenneth Dwight
3. Tess Trueheart  4. 4.15 billion years  5. Salvador Dalí 
ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)

You may be in a very
relaxed, tranquil mood.
It could be a good time
to spread your wings—
perhaps plan a family
vacation or get involved

in some community projects. Lucky
Numbers: 5, 6, 16, 22, 32, 43. 
TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)

You could expend an
incredible amount of
effort and be obsessed
with what you are doing.
You may have oppor-
tunities to socialize and

to meet some new people. Lucky
Numbers: 13, 16, 18, 19, 29, 32. 
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21) 

You may not be likely
to be able to tolerate
much resistance. This
might not be an easy
time to compromise,
but do try to keep your

sense of humor about things. Lucky
Numbers: 8, 10, 13, 26, 30 45.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)

Your wisdom, knowl-
edge, and ab i l i ty  to
teach may be evident as
others are ready to hear
you. You might have a
chance to gain some

recognition. Lucky Numbers: 5, 17,
26, 31, 34, 40.
LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 23)

Your self-confidence,
physical energy, and
courage may run high. It
could be a good time to
undertake a challenge
that involves competition

or vigorously asserting yourself. Lucky
Numbers: 3, 7, 24, 35, 39, 42.
VIRGO
(Aug. 24 - Sept. 23)

You may feel optimism
and hope. This could be
a time when you grasp
a greater understanding
of what makes you tick
and what is best for

your future. Lucky Numbers: 5, 14,
23, 24, 34, 40.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

This may be a time of
harmony and well-being.
You might be able to
open a new door of
opportunity to find an
outlet for creative work

and pursue your passion. Lucky
Numbers: 3, 9, 19, 21, 32, 45.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

You might be inclined to
begin to take charge or
to assume a leadership
role. Your relationships
and friendships may feel
especially good to you

right now. Lucky Numbers: 6, 8, 9,
11, 19, 40.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

This may be a free-
wheeling, enterprising,
and creative time. Your
innovative efforts could
find a successful outlet
and you might receive a

very enthusiastic response. Lucky
Numbers: 3, 6, 9, 20, 36, 41.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)

Responsibil ity could
weigh heavily on you
right now. You may need
to dig deep to find the
right combination of
energy and commitment

to be successful in what you do. Lucky
Numbers: 2, 14, 17, 30, 32, 40.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

Your incredible sensitivity
may bring healing and
compassion to others. Try
to take it slowly, don’t
spread yourself too thin,
and stay focused on your

goal. Lucky Numbers: 13, 18, 20,
34, 37, 49.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - March 20)

A new wave of optimism
may lift your spirits.
Fortunate opportunities
could arise. Successful
progress in both personal
and career matters might

make this a special time. Lucky
Numbers: 1, 7, 16, 26, 38, 46.
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